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“I can do 
all things 
through 
Christ  
who 

strengthens 
me.”

Philippians 4:13  
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We can do all things.
When Vicki and I joined Grace two years ago, we knew we were 
joining a vibrant congregation.  The spirit of this congregation 
truly upheld the maxim “We act so that God’s love is felt by 
all.”  We felt the strength of that commitment from the very 
first, and it’s that intensity of commitment that compels us to 
pledge.  This group doesn’t just talk the talk; at Grace we walk 
the walk as well.  

It takes that commitment and allegiance to support our 
missions and ministries of faith.  Our collective devotion 
to faith is the very foundation for our children’s and youth 
ministries, adult groups, and music ministries, as well as 
social justice and community outreach efforts.  Supporting the 
church, via our pledges, provides a home port for the many 
teams and groups that work in the community.

One of the “ah-ha” moments for me early on was during a 
coffee hour and discovering the joy of filling a manna bag.  Not 
just the joy of the work in that moment, not just the knowing 
that these bags would bring needed relief to many in the streets 
of Baltimore, but the pleasure of working side by side with 
other members – each gladly helping in that one small way, but 
with such an impactful result.  

The joys of Grace are many, and all around us.  Sitting in 
the pew, listening to the angelic voices of the New Wave 
Singers, followed by the Traditional Christmas Concert, was 
an opportunity to hear God glorified by so many exquisitely 
talented performers.  The music at Grace is truly a gift from 
God.  I have been moved to tears many times, listening to our 
music ministry.  You can’t help but be moved.

All that we have, all that we are, is a result of the gifts of God.  
We recognize our good fortune and praise God every week at 
the offering – “the Gifts of God for the People of God.”  Grace 
employs your gifts so that God’s love is felt by all.  Our pledges 
create and support the warm environment that so many of us 
find comfort in – a spiritual sanctuary, filled with joyous music 
and Christian fellowship every week.  And in our current period 
of isolation, our pledges are even more critical to the mission of 
keeping us all connected.

This fall, the Stewardship Committee is asking you to simply 
continue your pledge for the year ahead.  As we transition into 
2021, Grace will sustain our community through the means and 
talents of our members. We need your continuing support to 
keep Grace vibrant and the rock of our community. We thank 
you for your amazing generosity through 2020 and pray for 
that support to endure as we look forward to continuing our 
many missions and ministries in the year ahead.

Al Saxon
Finance Committee Member and Stewardship Chair 

  Dear Friends, 
Years from now the year 2020 will be a memory. With the 
passing of time, some of the scorching details of living through 
these days will have faded, becoming blurred or softened by 
being released from quarantine or anxiety. Yet certain images 
I will carry with me forever: a parade of face mask photos, a 
quiet Charles Street – Northern Parkway intersection, a make-
shift altar for Easter worship, and an individually-wrapped 
communion cup and wafer. And certain experiences will have 
similar staying power: the strength of bells chiming each 
evening, the power of prayer circles, the joy of greeting faces on 
screens, the fun of finding just the right spot from which to film 
for Sunday’s service, the “good trouble” of protesting racial 
injustice, the community formed via Facebook comments, and 
the hope transmitted by journeying through these days with you.

You have prayed for each other. You have read scripture inside 
at your kitchen table or outside in your garden. You have 
collected food for the hungry. You have made face masks for 
medical workers. You have ventured into Vacation Bible School 
at home. You have joined a small group. You have called your 
“pew buddy” to stay connected. You have dared to talk about 
race. You have learned how to make music when we cannot sing 
in the same place together. You have witnessed to all the things 
that are possible when we live as Christ’s body.

Thank you for your faithfulness during the past year. Your 
generous financial gifts have enabled Grace to maintain its 
ministries even as we adjusted to massive shifts in our world. 
Your offerings witness to your commitment to God and your 
willingness to serve.

The following pages share with you Grace’s 2021 Operating 
Budget. Every budget tells a story. This budget speaks of how 
Grace’s ministries have responded to the needs of today and 
hopes to continue to share God’s love, mercy and justice in 
the year ahead. Our goal has been to hold expenses steady at 
their 2020 levels, while also accurately accounting for the 
pandemic’s impact. As always, if you have any questions about 
the proposed Operating Budget, then please contact the  
church office.

Amid the challenges of 2020 your generous giving has been 
a source of inspiration. By your gifts you have shared Christ’s 
saving love with others. We hope you will make a pledge for 
2021, returning it by November 15, Stewardship Sunday, 
so that, together, we can do all things through Christ who 
strengthens us.

Rev. Amy P. McCullough  
Lead Pastor  
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Faithful
Amid a global pandemic and natural reckoning with 
racial injustices, members of Grace United Methodist 
Church witnessed to their faith in Jesus Christ by 
gathering virtually for worship, speaking out against 
racism, meeting in Zoom chat rooms to grow in faith 
and care for one another, and offering their steady, 
generous gifts to support ministries near and far.

Grateful 
The psalmist writes that the mercies of God are 
never-ending, a gift given each new day. The 
Grace community has embodied that mercy 
through making sandwiches for Manna House, 
providing school supplies for area students, 
delivering flowers to fellow members, leading 
scriptures and songs online, creating an 
outdoor prayer garden and a kid-friendly Fun 
Zone.  God’s goodness is evident here. We are 
grateful for you. 

Bold
The challenges of 2020 have been enormous: 
isolation from one another, grief over lives lost, 
the enduring sin of racism and its devastating 
toll on communities of color, upheaval in 
employment, travel, school and daily life. Grace 
has risen to meet these challenges. We have 
engaged in conversations about race, joined anti-
racism rallies, bolstered funds to assist persons 
with emergency needs, hosted Friday outdoor, 
brown-bag lunches for those who tired of eating 
alone, and offered a special COVID-19 memorial 
service. Our plans for 2021 are no less bold. 
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2021 Operating Budget
The proposed Operating Budget represents our ministry hopes for 
the year ahead. Effort has been made to keep expenses in line with 
2020 expenses, with adjustments to meet the pandemic-related 
needs. Expected income is also impacted by the pandemic, most 
notably in the “Building Use” revenue stream. A full detailed 
budget is available from the church office.

Worship and Music: $270,126
Whether it is virtual or out-door, with close-up screen shots or 
socially-distant face masks, the Grace community gathers for 
Spirit-led worship every week. We are blessed with strong pastoral 
and music leadership and an entire congregation willing to create 
together innovative, prayerful services to provide solace and 
strength in a challenging world. 

Community Connections: $126,405
Human beings need one another. Christians need to feel united to 
the Body of Christ. Through bible studies, Sunday school classes, 
prayer groups, choir gatherings, conversations about race, and 
so many other groups, Grace members have remained connected 
to one another and welcomed new persons into our community. 
Grace also supports the wider, global Methodist family through 
our apportionment giving, partially represented here. 

Communication and Outreach: $62,338
Never has effective, timely communications across multiple 
platforms been so essential. Through the combined efforts of 
several staff members, Grace shares God’s good news to the 
community and wider world. These expenses have increased for 
2021, acknowledging the growing need for strong, responsive 
communication channels within the church and beyond. 

Missional and Advocacy Efforts: $100,281
God calls us to love our neighbor as ourselves, a call that is lived 
out by offering nourishment to the hungry, compassion to the 
sick, comfort to the grieving, a voice for the voiceless and shelter 
for any who are vulnerable. Grace’s missional ministries are 

responding to the needs arising amid the pandemic and remain 
committed to acting so that God’s love is felt by all. Grace’s 
apportionment giving to the global church provides critical aid to 
alleviate suffering and is partially represented here. 

Facility Needs: $195,224
While Grace’s building was closed during the COVID-19 shut-
down, our church has not stopped being in ministry. During this 
season when it is riskier to be indoors, Grace has made its exterior 
spaces hospitable to the community and an outward witness to 
God’s love. Our facility is slowly and safely reopening, and with 
that our utility, cleaning and supply needs continue. 

Total Projected Expenses: $754,374
Grace also has a Trustees budget, which helps support the facility and a Mission-
Outreach budget, which provides funds for ministries of mercy. 

Worship and Music: 
$270,126 (36%)

Community 
Connections: 
$126,405 (17%)

Missional 
and 
Advocacy 
Efforts: 
$100,281 (13%)

Communications and 
Outreach: $62,338 (8%) 

Facility Needs: $195,224 (26%)

Congregational 
Pledges and 
Giving: $480,000 (64%)

Building 
Use: 
$91,200 (12%)

Special 
Offerings 
and Gifts: 
$83,931
(11%)

Income from the 
designated Investments: 
$99,243 (13%)

2021 Projected Income

Congregational Pledges and Giving: $480,000
Building Use : $91,200
Special Offerings and Gifts: $83,931
Income from the Designated 
Investments : $99,243

Total Projected Income:  $754,374
*Congregational Pledges and Giving is the largest category within Grace’s projected 
income. Your faithful giving has sustained our community through 2020. Thank you. 
We invite your prayerful pledge for 2021.



Faithful.
Grateful.
Bold.
Stewardship for 2021 

2021 
pledge

I/We pledge to support the ministries of God at Grace Church 

through a pledge of                                        for the year or 

                                       per payment

 52 weekly payments

 24  bi-monthly payments

 12 monthly payments

 4 quarterly payments

Name 

Envelope # 

Address

Email

 I/We use Grace’s Electronic Funds Transfer  
 (EFT) for giving.

 I/We request information about Grace’s 
 Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) for giving.

                 I/We do not wish to be listed in Grace Notes newsletter 

5407 N Charles Street, 
Baltimore, MD 21210

With faith and gratitude, we invite your pledge for 2021.
Thank you for your generous and committed giving in 2020. God’s work has been done through your 

gifts. As you are able, we ask for your pledge for 2021 by Sunday, November 15.

You may return this card to the church office by mail 
or bring it to the church office” between 8:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. Monday-Friday. 

We encourage you to pledge online at www.graceunitedmethodist.org/give/stewardship-2021/.


