
         Words on the Music for Worship at Grace  

Sunday, January 26, 2020  

Third Sunday After Epiphany 
 

Music presented in worship is offered to the congregation as a means to connect with God;  

our intentional presence in the moment when the music is heard is our prayer time with God.  
 

Our scriptures for Sunday will be read from I Corinthians 1:10-18, Psalm 27 and from the 

Gospel of Matthew 4:12-23. We will sing the following hymns: UMH 545 The Church’s One 

Foundation, FWS 2218 You Are Mine and UMH 261 Lord of the Dance. 
 

At the 8:30 service Timothy McGowan will sing The Lord is My Light by Frances Allitsen.  The 

words come from Psalm 27, the psalm for the day.  
 

The Lord is my light and my salvation, whom, then, shall I fear? The Lord is the strength of my life, of 

whom then shall I be afraid? Though an host of men were laid against me, yet shall not my heart be 

afraid; and tho’ there rose up war against me, Yet will I put my trust in Him. For, in the time of trouble, 

He shall hide me in His tabernacle. Yea, in the secret places of His dwelling shall He hide me and set me 

up upon a rock of stone.  

At our later service, the Music for Gathering begins with Felix Mendelssohn’s Prelude in G 

Major. This music doesn’t relate specifically to our scriptures or message for today, but only 

serves as a medium for our reflective prayer time as we prepare for worship.  

 
A link to a practice session of mine from this week: https://soundcloud.com/christopher-schroeder-
2/mendelssohn-prelude-in-g/s-wpAcx 
 

The Music for Gathering concludes with an interesting arrangement of the hymn Jesus Calls Us 

O’er the Tumult, a hymn found in the United Methodist Hymnal, #398.  The text reflects some of 

the sentiment found in Psalm 27: For He will hide me in His shelter in the day of trouble. The 

text also quotes today’s Gospel lesson from Matthew when Jesus asked the disciples to “follow 

him”. The accompaniment is very chromatic (not grounded or centered in the tonality of the 

piece); I think this chromaticism is a good expression of the tumult that the hymn references.  
 

Jesus calls us; o'er the tumult of our life's wild, restless sea, 
Day by day His sweet voice soundeth, Saying, "Christian, follow Me." 
 

As of old apostles heard it by the Galilean lake, 
Turned from home and toil and kindred, leaving all for His dear sake. 
 

Jesus calls us from the worship of the vain world's golden store: 
From each idol that would keep us, saying, "Christian, love Me more." 
 

In our joys, and in our sorrows, days of toil, and hours of ease, 
Still He calls, in cares and pleasures, "Christian, love Me more than these." 
 

Jesus calls us --- by Thy mercies, Savior, may we hear Thy call; 
Give our hearts to Thy obedience, Serve and love Thee best of all. 

 
Here is a link to my practice session of this piece https://soundcloud.com/christopher-schroeder-2/jesus-

calls-us-oer-the-tumult-bolcolm/s-5oXj7 
 

The Chancel Choir calls us to worship with a setting by Donovan D. Klotzbeacher, reflective of 

Psalm 27, our Psalm for today.  
 

The Lord is my strength and my song; and is become my salvation. 
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The choir will sing a wonderful anthem by Jane Marshall entitled He Comes to Us.  I think Miss 

Marshall does a wonderful job setting the text to music; with the music reflecting the mood of 

the text, phrase by phrase. The anthem ends with an old Epiphany hymn O Morning Star, How 

Fair and Bright, found in our hymnal, #247.  
 

He comes to us as One unknown, without a name, as of old, by the lakeside He came,  

He came to those men who knew Him not.  

He speaks to us, he speaks the same word.  

“Follow! Follow thou me!” and sets us to the tasks which He has to fulfill for our time.  

He commands. And to those who obey Him, whether they be wise or simple,  

He will reveal Himself in the toils, the conflicts, the sufferings  

which they shall pass through in His fellowship,  

and as an ineffable mystery,  

they shall learn in their own experience who He is.  

O Morning Star, how fair and bright Thou beamest forth in truth and light!  

O Sovereign meek and lowly.  

Thou Root of Jesse, David’s Son, My Lord and Master, Thou has won my heart to serve Thee solely!  

Thou art holy, Fair and glorious,  

all victorious, rich in blessing,  

rule and might o’er all possessing.  

 

At the Offertory, the Youth Choir will sing Arise, Shine! by Thomas Keesecker.  The text of this 

anthem reminds us of our continued journey this Epiphany season.  
 

Arise, shine: for your light has come. And the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. Thy shall bring gold 

and frankincense and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord. We have seen His star in the East and have 

come to pay him homage.    

The Choir’s response to the benediction is a repeat from last week of Donovan Klotzbeacher’s 

setting of the familiar text by Jeremiah Rankin, written for his church choir to sing at the end of 

every rehearsal.  Rankin writes “written…as a Christian goodbye, it was called forth by no 

person or occasion, but was deliberately composed as a Christian hymn on the basis of the 

etymology of goodbye which is God be with you.  
 

God be with you till we meet again; by His counsels guide uphold you, with His sheep securely 

fold you, God be with you till we meet again.  

 
 

Our worship concludes with The Music for Parting in a majestic postlude by J. Guy Ropartz;  

a final Amen to the good news we received today through scripture, sermon and song.   

 

Take a listen to one of my practice sessions this week of this piece: 
https://soundcloud.com/christopher-schroeder-2/postlude-in-b-flat/s-L3aWg 

 

Peace and blessings to all! 
 

Christopher Schroeder, 1/22/2020 
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