
Words on the Music for Worship at Grace –  

Sunday, November 17, 2019  

Music presented in worship is offered to the congregation as a way to connect with God. I offer 

insight into the music’s connection to the scriptures of the day as well as musical elements that 

relate to the themes found in the scripture readings. Sometimes, though, hearing and 

experiencing the music, without any pretext or explanation, is itself the channel in which we can 

feel connected to God; our intentional presence to the moment when the music is heard is our 

prayer time with God.  
 

Our scriptures for this coming Sunday come from Isaiah 65: 17 – 25 and the Gospel of Luke 21: 

5 - 19. To me, these scriptures speak about hope and faith, not only for our present world but for 

the world to come; hope and faith that God will make all things right, or new. Our faith teaches 

us to believe that God will restore us and all of his creation. Chaos in the world as well as our 

own inner struggles are very real. God’s presence with us this day gives us hope and peace that 

all will be alright. We long for serenity and stability in our daily lives and in the world around us. 

With God’s help we can see the light in the world, in the goodness of those around us and in our 

own ability to be a light to someone who is struggling. Jesus encourages us in the midst of the 

chaos, to take these opportunities to testify; to be the light of God that someone needs this day.  

 

Our hymns for today include the great Martin Luther chorale A Mighty Fortress is Our God, a 

great English hymn O Day of Peace that Dimly Shines as well as a more contemporary hymn, 

with text by Fred Kaan We Meet You, O Christ.  

 

At our 8:30 service, Mairin Srygley will present the solo I’m Going Home by Myrna White.  

 
When God interrupts time to call His children home, to live and spend eternity with Him,  

true believers will gather at the feet of Christ the Lord.  

We’ll all join voices and we’ll sing together in one accord.  

When He calls me, I’m going home! I’m gonna leave this struggling life and I’ll go home! 

I don’t deserve His goodness and I’ll never understand why He chose to love me,  

and how He keep me in His hand. He died to give me freedom from myself and all my sin.  

Now He lives in heaven and He’s gonna invite me in.  

Without a hesitation I will go to meet Him there.  

It might be by dying, or I could meet him in the air;  

whatever way he chooses I can trust His faithfulness.  

I know He loves and cares about me and for me He’s got the best! 

 

Our 10:00 a.m. gathering music begins with We All Believe in One True God. The form of this 

organ selection contains a ritornello, a recurring musical passage that happens several times 

throughout the piece, with the theme or the melody of the hymn stated very boldly in between 

these ritornello sections. The text of this hymn is a paraphrase of the Nicene Creed. The word 

creed comes from the Latin word credo, which means “I believe”. Creeds were created early in 

the Christian Church and are a very positive affirmation of what we as Christians hold in 

common. It is good to be reminded of our commonality.  

 

We all believe in one true God, who created earth and heaven, 

The Father, who to us in love hath the right of children given. 



He both soul and body feedeth, all we need He doth provide us; 

He through snares and perils leadeth, watching that no harm betide us. 

He careth for us day and night, all things are governed by His might. 

 

We all believe in Jesus Christ, His own Son, our Lord, possessing 

An equal Godhead, throne, and might, Source of every grace and blessing. 

Born of Mary, virgin mother, By the power of the Spirit, 

Made true man, our elder Brother, That the lost might life inherit; 

Was crucified for sinful man And raised by God to life again. 

 

We all confess the Holy Ghost, who sweet grace and comfort giveth 

And with the Father and the Son in eternal glory liveth; 

Who the Church, His own creation, keeps in unity of spirit. 

Here forgiveness and salvation daily come through Jesus' merit. 

All flesh shall rise, and we shall be in bliss with God eternally. Amen. 

 

https://soundcloud.com/christopher-schroeder-2/we-all-believe-in-one-true-god/s-F3jfn 

 

The Gathering Music concludes with a delightful arrangement of the hymn Let All Things Now 

Living, #2008 in The Faith We Sing, our supplemental hymnal. 

 

Let all things now living a song of thanksgiving to God the creator triumphantly raise. 

Who fashioned and made us, protected and stayed us, who guided us on to the end of our days. 

His banners are o'er us, His light goes before us, a pillar of fire shining forth in the night. 

'Till shadows have vanished and darkness is banished as forward we travel from light into light. 

 

https://soundcloud.com/christopher-schroeder-2/let-all-things-now-living/s-KgKmj 

 

The choir calls us to worship with the introit Sing to the Lord a new song! with selected text 

from Psalm 149.  

 

Sing to the Lord a new song! Sing God’s praises in the assembly of the faithful! 

Let them praise God’s name with dance, with drum and lyre! Praise the Lord! 
 

The Chancel Choir will sing the anthem A Prayer for Quiet Confidence by Robert Lehman, 

accompanied on organ by David Brock.  

 

O God of peace,  

who hast taught us that in returning and rest we shall be saved,  

in quietness and confidence shall be our strength:  

By the might of thy Spirit lift us, we pray thee, to thy presence, 

 where we may be still and know that thou art God,  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

At the Offertory, the Chancel Choir will sing a popular anthem, in the choral world at least, 

dating back to the 17th Century. The Latin text sung by the choir can be translated as such:  

 

https://soundcloud.com/christopher-schroeder-2/we-all-believe-in-one-true-god/s-F3jfn
https://soundcloud.com/christopher-schroeder-2/let-all-things-now-living/s-KgKmj


Sing to the Lord a new song. His praise in the assembly of the saints. 

Let Israel rejoice in He who made them, and the people of Zion rejoice in their King. 

 

Worship will conclude with an organ arrangement of the familiar hymn Go Make of All 

Disciples, #571 in the Methodist hymnal. In the Luke passage, Jesus tells us that in the midst of 

our struggles and in the struggles of those around us, we are given the opportunity to testify 

through our actions and words of the hope and peace that is possible in believing and following 

God our Maker and Jesus his Son.   

 
https://soundcloud.com/christopher-schroeder-2/go-make-of-all-disciples/s-uG28t 

 

Peace and blessings to all. 

Christopher Schroeder, 11/13/19 

 

 

https://soundcloud.com/christopher-schroeder-2/go-make-of-all-disciples/s-uG28t

